SUMMARY The presentation of a pig farmer with acute arthritis of the shoulder, cardiac murmurs, and Streptococcus suis growing on blood cultures highlights one of the rheumatological presentations of bacterial endocarditis. The need for a thorough general medical examination together with synovial fluid and blood culture in patients with acute monarthritis is emphasised. The suggestion that acute arthritis related to endocarditis is in nature truly septic, rather than mediated by circulating immune complexes, is supported.
study, of 14 patients with arthritis at the time of admission to hospital, eight had monarticular involvement and six had oligoarticular involvement. 2 The possibility of bacterial endocarditis must be considered in patients presenting with musculoskeletal symptoms, and a high degree of suspicion may allow early diagnosis and treatment of this often fatal disease.
Case report A 55 year old male farmer was admitted as an emergency, having been entirely well until three days previously. On his farm he kept nearly 1000 pigs, usually cared for by a hired hand. In the two weeks before admission six pigs had developed a meningitic illness, considered by a veterinary surgeon to have been caused probably by Streptococcus suis, a recognised pathogen causing septicaemia and meningitis in swine. As his hired hand was on holiday the patient had been in close contact with his pigs, including those with meningitis, over the week before admisgion. Three 
